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Stage 1 
Deadlines

Spring Application – Friday, March 2, 2012
Fall Application – Friday, September 7, 2012|

ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

Who is eligible to apply?
Individual artists (singers, dancers, actors, painters, sculptors, composers, choreographers, 
novelists, playwrights, poets, filmmakers, etc.) and not-for-profit arts organizations within 
Waterloo Region are eligible to apply for ARTS FUND grants. Previous grant recipients are 
eligible if prior grants are in good standing and if project Final Reports have been completed 
and submitted.

What can I apply for?
The ARTS FUND wants to make art happen (i.e. stimulate arts activity) in the Region. 
This includes projects to make art happen now (in the next 12 months) and projects that 
will enhance an organization’s ability to make even more art happen in the future. The ARTS 
FUND typically directs its support to one-time projects and does not generally fund major 
capital building ventures or provide operating funds. (Press releases contained in the “News” 
section of the ARTS FUND’s web site provide a sense of the range of projects the ARTS 
FUND has supported to date.) No more than one(1) application per individual/organization 
per a granting round will be accepted.

What size grant may I apply for?
You may apply for as much money as you need, but please bear in mind that the ARTS FUND 
will be allocating its annual budget to address needs across the entire Region. The ARTS 
FUND’s intention is to provide meaningful grants, though not operating grants, typically. 
(Press releases contained in the “News” section of the ARTS FUND’s web site provide a sense 
of the size of the grants that the ARTS FUND has given to date.)

How do I apply?
The ARTS FUND’s aim is to make the process of applying for funds as easy and 
straightforward as possible. To this end, the ARTS FUND has implemented a two-stage 
application process in which only the short-listed Stage 1 applicants will be asked to complete 
the more detailed Stage 2 application.

APPLICATION EVALUATION

Who will evaluate my application?
All applications will be evaluated by the ARTS FUND’s independent 14-member Board. 
Board members have a broad range of involvement in the arts in the Region as members and 
directors of arts community groups and organizations, as arts educators and consultants and as 
artists themselves. The Board may also seek outside expert advice from time to time.

On what basis will my application be evaluated?
☐☐ Artistic merit.
☐☐ Benefit to Waterloo Region.
☐☐ Contribution to the vibrancy of the arts and cultural sector in our community.
☐☐ Visibility – will it reach the public?
☐☐ Viability of the concept – is it doable, realistic?
☐☐ Ability of the applicant to complete the project successfully.
☐☐ The extent to which a grant from the ARTS FUND will encourage other funding or 

matching grants from other sources.
☐☐ Projects that would otherwise not take place.
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Mission. The mission of the Region of Waterloo ARTS FUND is to promote, encourage and provide support to arts organiza-
tions and individual artists that contribute to the vibrancy of the arts and cultural sector to benefit the people of the Region 
of Waterloo. The ARTS FUND includes performing (theatre/dance/music/opera), visual and literary arts in its area of inter-
est and is open to film, video, new media, etc. The 14-member board is responsible for allocating funding provided by Regional 
Council on an annual basis. Regional Council determines its grant to the ARTS FUND based upon a per capita allocation and 
the estimated population for the region.

Background. The Region of Waterloo ARTS FUND is a not-for-profit corporation established in 2002 by the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo. It was created to operate at arms-length from the region and to provide funding for the performing, 
visual & literary arts. The ARTS FUND is managed by a board of 14 persons, representing a broad spectrum of involvement in 
the arts. Since welcoming its first applications in 2003, the ARTS FUND has made grants totalling more than $1,370,000 
to the regional arts community.

Contact Information: 
Stevie Natolochny | Council/Committee Support Specialist, Council and Administrative Services

Region of Waterloo | 150 Frederick Street | Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3
Phone | 519-575-4450    Email | snatolochny@regionofwaterloo.ca    Website | www.artsfund.ca
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